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This was indeed no suicide; the eminent gentleman being of sound
mind and great judgment, and a man who would no more think
of taking his life than attempting to jump over the moon. It
was indeed the hand of the great black magician, which Occidentals
scoff at and imply that it is only a thought of the madman: never-
theless let him be warned who scoffs at these things, lest he also
fall a victim to like fate.   For fourteen days prior to his death
was this great gentleman awakened by a vision of two eyes, each
morning at two of the clock. I was aware of this fact and assured
that great man that it was of no import. This judgment was
wrong; for those were the eyes of the black magician who had
kept his word: he had evoked the Angel of Death, the black rider
on the black and fiery steed, who carried a fiery sword. I had
forgotten the Great Lhama's warning; which was again tele-
pathized after the event: "Why didst thou not tell him to be
hypnotized so that the evil power could be kept at bay and he
could be saved from an undue termination of his fleeting earthly
life? He was a great man and would have helped thee much
in this world, but although his life is now beyond the grave he yet
lives to assist thee in thine efforts which are great and will in due
time bring to all men, as well as to thyself, a great reward."

Then in words which were forceful and slow, in an undertone,
the Great Lhama now turned to me and said, "Fear not any man;

fear not thineself; remember that fear is failure and the fore-
runner of failure. Be thou therefore without fear, for in the heart
of the coward virtue abideth not. Thou hast known me. Pass
thou onl^

I then passed out of his midst, having shaken hands, and
having bade him, as he did me: fare thee welll

On returning through the long and winding passage of this
great subterranean Lhama Convent; for it was more subterranean
than above the ground; I at last entered my room and there found
the Sage, who had preceded me by only a few minutes.

I first questioned the Sage as to the aura which I discerned
encircling the whole body of the Great Lhama.

"Ahl" said the Sage, "everyone has an aura, and it varies in
different people. By it, one can tell whether a person is ill or well;

whether a woman is pregnant or not; whether a person suffers
from epilepsy or hysteria. A man can at once be distinguished
from a woman by the aura alone. A Medium or one in an hypnotic
trance can see the aura immediately adjacent to the skin, for there
are three auras to every person: the Medium rightly or wrongly
calls this innermost aura of all, the ectoplasm, as she believes it